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succession over them were settled by arbitration17. There
were a good number of agrahara villages were during this
period. In literary debates villages were also given as prizes13.
The private individuals used to donate pieces of lands to
Brahmanas as Krishimanya for religious merit. An inscription
at Halaharvi dated 1561 A.D. contains a gift of land to an
. individual Brahmana as Krishisarvarnanya to be cultivated by
the donee himself19. There were instances of transferring the
vrittis to the others for monetary benefit. The Niduzuvi
inscription date 1385 A.D. contains the transfer of Vritti lands
- three turns in extent in favour of one Nagajiya son fo Virajiya
by four hereditary Jiyas of the devasthanam.

The tradition and religious urge contributed for the
Brahmadaya tenure. Both the rulers and the rich gave arable
lands as gifts to the Brahmanas for the religious merit- The
Brahmanas were expected to serve as purohits and to impart
vedic and religious education. The Agraharas became centres
for vedic and religious education. Some of the Brahmanas
read poranas at the temples and also acted as astrologers or
purohits. They were exempted from taxes and other duties,
the creation of Brahmadaya tenure uplifted the position of
Brahmanas as land holders erfoyifig material benefits. But
the state had lost not only the land revenue but also lost
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